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Putting nature back into development

What is Green Infrastructure?

What are the benefits?

Green Infrastructure (GI) is about creating high
quality green spaces where people will want to live
and work. It also provides ecosystem services,
for example, attenuating storm water run off and
reducing pollutants. As such it should be an integral
part of development alongside more traditional
‘grey’ infrastructure such as road, rail and utilities.
The concepts of ecosystem services and green
infrastructure are now recognised as important
planning tools. All developers have a responsibility
to factor Green Infrastructure into their development
projects to deliver a wider range of environmental
and quality-of-life benefits for the local community
and wildlife.

Green Infrastructure can provide many social,
economic and environmental benefits close to where
people live and work, and for the developer there is
the added benefit of:

Green Infrastructure encompasses everything
from parks, open spaces and playing fields, to
woodlands, watercourses, allotments and private
gardens. Green Infrastructure should be part of a
multi-functional network throughout rural and
urban areas.

• Creating attractive places for living and
and working that can lead to increased
property values – a definite selling feature for
promotional materials
• The potential for more economically efficient
buildings, through initiatives such as green
roofing and its associated insulation and
cooling benefits
• Reduced economic and insurance risk in light
of enhanced water resource management
• Higher BREEAM and Code for Sustainable
Homes (CfSH)/Home Quality Mark (HQM)
ratings for developments’
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How The Ecology Consultancy can help you
The Ecology Consultancy has been working for many years with
developers, architects and landscape specialists to deliver Green
Infrastructure within development projects. Our team of ecologists
provide the following green infrastructure services:
• All ecology baseline surveys such as Preliminary Ecological
Appraisals and more detailed Phase 2 surveys that include
studies of important plant and animal groups on site
• Urban Green Infrastructure Audits following best practice
guidelines, as carried out for London’s ‘Greening The BIDS’
project
• Providing detailed green roof, green wall and rain garden
designs to enhance any development
• Designing for and advising on the most appropriate
biodiversity features
• Advising on the masterplanning for larger sites
• Geographic Information Systems to enable the collation,
mapping and interpretation of data which can help visualise
both the potential and value of GI enhancements

Making places better for people and wildlife

Call your local office
now to find out how
The Ecology Consultancy
can help you benefit from
greener infrastructure.
The Ecology Consultancy is part of
The Temple Group.

Some projects we have worked on
GI Audits

Southwark Campus Biodiversity Audit

Client: Better Bankside, Team London Bridge and
Hammersmith BID

Client: London South Bank University

We were commissioned to carry out
separate GI Audit and Feasibility
Studies for these three Business
Improvement Districts (BIDs). We
conducted audits and analysis of
ground level habitats including
public and private realm trees, existing green roof audits,
assessments of flat roofs for green roof retrofit projects,
existing green roof and green wall audits, identification of
potential rain garden and green wall locations, preliminary
structural surveys of 13 roofs, public presentations, green
tours and creation of databases and GIS.

Ecological + GI Assessment for
Emerging Local Plan

The Ecology Consultancy and
the Green Roof Consultancy
were commissioned by London
South Bank University to
conduct a biodiversity audit
(including bird and bat surveys)
of their Southwark Campus. We presented the results
of the surveys and outlined methods to enhance
the biodiversity value of the campus. Flat roofs
and vertical structures with greening potential were
mapped. The focus at streetscape was on ‘simple
win projects’ such as reducing the amount of hard
surfacing, rain gardens, tree planting and changes
to existing planting schemes and green spaces. The
next phase of university work will involve feasibility
studies into the retrofitting of green roofs.

Client: Adur District Council

Leamouth Project

We conducted ecological
assessments of six potential
development allocation sites
in Adur District as part of the
evidence base for the emerging
new Local Plan of the District.
Working with landscape architects Sheils Flynn, we
carried out a GI appraisal and drafted development
principles for each site. This information has been
used to produce Opportunities and Constraints
Maps showing priorities for the conservation and
enhancement of on-site ecological features and wider
ecological networks, and assist in forming indicative GI
and development principles for the site.

Client: Ballymore
Following on from a range
of ecological surveys and
an Environmental Statement
carried out by our team
of ecologists, the Green
Roof Consultancy was
commissioned to input into masterplanning and
to design a series of roofs within the Key Area for
black redstarts in London. Working with international
landscape architects Martha Schwartz Partners a
series of biodiverse roofs, of value to foraging and
nesting birds, and invertebrates, were designed.

Making places better for people and wildlife
To avoid project delays it is critical to plan wildlife surveys well in advance as they have to be
conducted at the right time of year and by a professional ecologist.
Call your local office now to find out how The Ecology Consultancy can help you put nature back
into development.
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