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In 2011 Natural England commissioned 

The Ecology Consultancy to produce 

a report detailing historical, current and 

future habitat management for the  

pearl-bordered fritillary butterfly. The study 

was to cover privately-owned ancient 

woodland in East Sussex and to devise a 

re-introduction programme.   
Continued over...

Pearl-Bordered Fritillaries in Sussex

Longhorn beetle  Photo: Naomi Forbes
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SPECIAL EDITION 
Celebrating six 
years in Sussex!



Pearl-Bordered Fritillaries continued...

Naomi Forbes, our ecologist from 
the Sussex office, in Lewes, worked 
alongside Natural England and Butterfly 
Conservation on the project. Work 
comprised data gathering, liaison with 
stakeholders and targeted habitat 
suitability surveys. From this, detailed 
habitat management recommendations 
were formulated and mapped on a scale 
appropriate to this woodland butterfly. 

A Sussex captive-breeding specialist 
over-wintered the butterfly larvae in netted 
pots of violets and an initial re-introduction 
took place in the spring of 2012. As is 
well-documented, weather conditions for 
butterflies were far from ideal in 2012 so 
it will be interesting to see what numbers 
emerge from hibernation this year.  A 
second re-introduction will follow this spring. 

The habitat requirements and 
microclimatic conditions for the pearl-
bordered fritillary are very specific – deep 
litter hibernation sites, larval food plants, 
early nectar sources, and warm basking 
habitat – and all need to be in close 
proximity. A monitoring programme 
charting the success of the reintroduction 
will continue over the coming years.

Sampling techniques employed were 
ground searching and netting, and 
survey efforts were carefully controlled 
over a fixed time period. Weather 
conditions during the early summer were 
not conducive to invertebrate sampling. 
Sunny days were few and far between 
which limited numbers of invertebrate 
groups such as butterflies, bees and 
wasps, on the wing. However, 

Biodiversity Action Plan (BAP) butterflies
such as small heath and dingy skipper, 
as well as cinnabar moth, were recorded. 
Our Sussex office was involved in 
sampling SSSIs in East and West 
Sussex, which covered local coastal 
sites including Newhaven to Brighton, 
Seaford Head to Beachy Head, the rich 
chalk grassland of the South Downs, and 
heathland on the Ashdown Forest. 

The Ecology Consultancy was commissioned by Natural 

England to be part of their monitoring programme to assess 

the condition of Sites of Special Scientific Interest (SSSIs) 

throughout the Midlands, South and East England, and Wales. 

Invertebrate specialists sampled these sites during the spring 

and early summer months of 2012. A number of habitats were 

targeted including ‘bare sand and chalk’ and ‘open short sward 

grassland’. 

Invertebrate 
assemblage 
assessments
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This edition of  The Ecology Consultancy’s 
Spring/Summer Briefing 11 focuses on the 
work of our Sussex office, now celebrating 
its 6th anniversary.  Through a wide range of 
specialised work at landscape and species 
level, we are pleased to demonstrate 
the expertise of this busy office, much 
appreciated by the testimonials the team 
receives.  Here’s how a few of our projects 
shaped up over this time.
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Over the last two years The Ecology 
Consultancy has been working 
with Local Planning Authorities 
and landscape architects to 
undertake Green Infrastructure 
(GI) assessments in addition to our 
standard Preliminary Ecological 
Assessments. 

Our work in Adur formed part of the 
evidence base for the emerging new Local 
Plan - Landscape and Ecology Study*. 
The project is an example of how design 
teams can work together to develop 
sustainable layouts for housing and mixed 
use development. The Adur study was 
led by landscape architects Sheils Flynn, 
who worked closely with The Ecology 
Consultancy to develop an integrated 
approach. The following features were 
considered during the GI appraisal:

Core Areas that are defined as zones 
within the site with either high quality 
habitat, a diversity of habitats, potential 
to support a diversity of species groups 
and/or protected species. 

Water bodies and the local   
 hydrological catchment. 

Existing green and blue corridors 
including hedgerows, lines of scattered 
trees/scrub, woodland belts, road 
verges, running water and associated 
riparian habitat etc.

Public Rights of Way, including   
 footpaths, cycle routes and bridleways. 

This information was used to produce 
Opportunities and Constraints Maps 
showing priorities for the conservation and 
enhancement of on-site landscape and 
ecological features and wider ecological 
networks and to assist in forming 
indicative GI and development principles 
for the site. 

A similar approach was taken for work in 
Wealden where we assessed 480ha of 
land across a range of landscape types 
- Ecological Assessment of the Strategic 
Sites Development Plan Document*.

*To view these documents in full, please go to our web

version of Briefing 11 and click on the underlined items:

www.ecologyconsultancy.co.uk

Making connections for  
people and wildlife

Figure 15d - Land NE Hasler Estate: Opportunities and constraints - ecological issues



Changes in river morphology over time, 
primarily due to the presence of weirs, 
has resulted in the widening, deepening 
and straightening of the river which 
limits biodiversity. The MORPH 
project primarily focuses on making 
improvements to fish passage at 15 
sites along the Ouse and Uck. It aims 
to enable a greater diversity of fish 
species to migrate up and down the 
river in a wider variety of flow regimes. 
See http://www.oart.org.uk/ for more 
information.

Work undertaken by The Ecology 
Consultancy in 2012 involved a number 
of habitat surveys and protected 
species assessments at specific sites 
within the MORPH project. These initial 
surveys provided baseline information 
on ecological value and identified the 
need for further targeted protected 
species surveys. Additional surveys 
were then undertaken to determine

presence, or likely absence, of a 
particular species group where
suitable habitat was identified within 
the working area. These surveys 
also ascertained whether there were 
ecological constraints to the proposed 
works, under current legislation. We 
devised mitigation strategies, where 
required, in order to minimise impacts 
on protected species.

Nick Taylor of Haskoning DHV UK 
Ltd., said, ‘The Ecology Consultancy 
undertook all the surveys in a timely 
fashion and delivered comprehensive 
and clear reports to document the 
findings.  The project benefitted from 
the local knowledge of the team, who 
were a pleasure to work with and 
maintained good communication 
throughout the project. We would 
not hesitate to seek assistance from 
the Ecology Consultancy on future 
projects.’

Planning and 
wildlife
Adrian Moore MRTPI, Director, Parker 
Dann Ltd.

As a very busy Chartered  Town Planning 
Consultancy, we at Parker Dann Ltd 
have noted that in recent years there is 
an ever greater statutory requirement 
for many planning applications to 
be submitted with the support of an 
ecological report or detailed study 
into the potential on site presence of 
a particular species. Parker Dann has 
worked closely with Giles Coe and his 
colleagues at  The Ecology Consultancy 
Sussex office on a number of projects 
for clients and we have always been 
deeply impressed by the standard of the 
work and the detail of knowledge that is 
presented in their reports and analyses.

Importantly the level of their expertise has 
always been respected by the many local 
planning authorities we submit planning 
applications to for a variety of different 
projects. We have also found that the 
professional fees charged by The Ecology 
Consultancy are extremely competitive 
and at a time of continuing economic 
uncertainty this has been another important 
consideration.

We would have no hesitation in 
recommending The Ecology Consultancy 
to anyone who requires their professional 
services which span right across the 
ecological spectrum.

River restoration
Our Sussex ecologists are undertaking ecology surveys as part of the 
Middle Ouse Restoration of Physical Habitats (MORPH) project, carrying 
out work on behalf of Royal Haskoning. 

MORPH is a partnership project between Ouse and Adur Rivers Trust (OART), the 
Environment Agency (EA) and Royal Haskoning, focussing on a section of the 
River Ouse between Barcombe Mills, East Sussex and Ardingly, West Sussex and 
including a section of the River Uck.
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reporting, legislation and licensing, they 
covered all the key aspects of bat surveys 
that ecologists use. 

The skills described in the theory sessions 
were revisited in a practical session of 
building – and tree – inspections. Some 
bat evidence was ‘planted’ to test our 
trainees - we very responsibly removed it 
all afterwards! 

A pair of ‘educational’ serotine bats were 
the stars of the show, giving a rare chance 
for our staff to see bats up close. At the 
end of the day, a friendly exam put what 
they’ve learnt to the test and all passed 
with flying colours!

In March we exhibited at EcoBuild with 
our sister company the Green Roof 
Consultancy (GRC), focussing on our 
green infrastructure (GI) services. The 
Biodiversity Pavilion, which was our home 
for 3 days, attracted a lot of interest and

Sussex Office
We are currently involved in some 
high profile projects in Brighton and 
look forward to further involvement 
in the MORPH project on the River 
Ouse with Royal Haskoning. Our 
resident green infrastructure expert 
Ben Kimpton is working closely 
with Brighton and Hove County 
Council ecologist Matthew Thomas, 
on a pilot project assessing the 
potential for retrofitting green roofs 
to buildings in the city. 

We would like to take this opportunity 
to congratulate Avalon LLP on gaining 
planning permission for their site in 
Newhaven after a very protracted 
process. Our team has been involved at 
this site since 2006 and we look forward 
to helping realise the final scheme.

New staff member, Laurie Jackson, joins 
us this month. She comes from work on 
the Northern Devon Nature Improvement 
Area Project and previously worked with 
the Sussex Wildlife Trust.

We will run some more ecology CPD 
events in Brighton over the coming 
months and will be sending out invitations 
soon.  If you would like to be included on 
our mailing list please email: 
marketing@ecologyconsultancy.co.uk 

London Office
Our expert bat team in the London 
office ran their annual bat training day, 
presenting a carefully devised programme. 
From initial inspection, nocturnal surveys 
and sonogram analysis, through to

attention. It was designed to make room 
for small seminars and consulting areas, 
which created a real buzz. Ben Kimpton, 
senior ecologist from our Sussex 
office presented a seminar on green 
infrastructure entitled, ‘From audit to 
innovation’ and the GRC’s Dusty Gedge 
and Gary Grant spoke about green roofs.

East Anglia Office
Recently our East Anglia office 
experienced success when some larger 
projects, including a large scale housing 
development and a science park, on 
the outskirts of Norwich, were granted 
planning permission after a range of 
survey types including Environmental 
Impact Assessment. We carried out an 
EIA with the University of East Anglia, for 
their new fibre optic IT ducting which will 
link the University to a nearby research 
facility. 

Contact us: London
Beckett House
72 Borough High St.
London
SE1 1XF
T: 020 7378 1914

East Anglia
Thorpe House
79 Thorpe Road
Norwich
Norfolk NR1 1UA
T: 01603 628408

Sussex 
The Old Granary
Upper Stoneham 
Lewes, East Sussex 
BN8 5RH 
T: 01273 471369

Scotland
3 Coates Place
Edinburgh 
EH3 7AA

T: 0131 225 8610 
You have received this Briefing as a valued contact and we hope you have found it informative. If you would like others to receive a copy, or information on our services, please 

write to Jane Kendall, The Ecology Consultancy, Beckett House 72 Borough High Street, London SE1 1XF, or email enquiries@ecologyconsultancy.co.uk, with your request.
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Serotine bat  Photo: Hugh Clark / Bat Conservation Trust

Julia at our stand  Photo: Craig Llewellyn

Photo competition
The Ecology Consultancy Sussex office 
is pleased to provide sponsorship for 
First Prize of the Sussex Wildlife Trust’s 
annual photo competition, worth £150. The 
theme of this year’s competition is ‘Rain 
or Shine’, to reflect the effect of our ever-
changing British weather on the wildlife and 
landscapes of Sussex, be it rain, sun, wind 
or snow. http://www.sussexwildlifetrust.org.
uk/photocompetition 

Careers outreach
Our senior ecologist Giles Coe recently spoke at a ‘want to work in construction week’ 
event organised by Albion in the Community, Brighton & Hove Albion Football Club’s 
award-winning independent charity.  The event was held at the Amex stadium and was a 
partnership with local engineers and construction companies.  The event was inspiring 
and had positive results, as the MD of Hemsley Orrell Partnership Jon Orrell remarked 
after the event; “Just a brief note to thank you very much for taking the time out to talk to 
our unemployed people during last week’s event. Amazingly we ended up with more job 
offers and work placements than we had students, so all of them have benefitted hugely 
from the week”. Find out more at www.albioninthecommunity.org.uk/




